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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CAUCASUS
TO THE UNITED STATES IN TERMS OF

TRANSPORTATION CORRIDORS (1992-2000)

Introduction

The demise of the Cold War and the disinteg-
ration of the communist bloc presented the United
States with tremendous opportunities to enlarge the
frontier of peace, democracy, and capitalism. This
strengthened Washington's leadership worldwide. It
should, nevertheless, be noted that the years 1992-
2000 not only cemented the position of the Uni-
ted States as a global power but also compelled it
to address emerging challenges. The rise of Russia
and China as new power centers following the Cold
War, and particularly China's economic challen-
ge to America, pushed Washington to take several
steps ahead. In response to these developments, the
United States began to concentrate on building in-
ternational and regional transportation corridors as
a means of entrenching its position in the area and
securing energy security.

The main part. The "Contract of the Century"
fundamentally raised the geopolitical significance
of the Caucasus region. Following the contract, the
United States and other Western countries began to
develop a strong interest in the region. The Cauca-
sus region became significant not only for the ext-
raction and transit of energy resources, but also as a
critical point on international trade routes. The US
interest in the region, along with its energy secu-
rity policy, was directed towards opening East-West
transport lines while restricting the roles of its ge-
opolitical competitors such as Russia and Iran. To
completely grasp the strategic significance of the re-
gion, there is a necessity to examine its importance
in relation to transportation corridors.

Azerbaijan's geographical location, between
North and South, East and West, made the country
an important hub for international transportation
lines. This strengthened Azerbaijan's position as a
regional and global transit and logistics hub. The
North-South and East-West transportation routes, in
particular, boosted Azerbaijan's position in interna-
tional trade, providing the country with economic
and geopolitical advantages. Cargo movement ac-
ross these corridors was more efficient and faster,
establishing Azerbaijan as a key link in the global
commerce network. The Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway,
the Baku International Sea Commercial Port, and the
East-West transport corridor were key infrastructure
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projects that improved the speed and efficiency with
which commercial goods were transported from Asia
to Europe and vice versa. This corridor considerab-
ly improved Azerbaijan's involvement in the global
trade network by allowing China and other Asian
countries to access European markets. At the same
time, the North-South transport corridor, which inc-
luded the Astara-Rasht-Qazvin railway and the cor-
respondingly developed highways, encouraged fre-
ight travel between countries spread across a broad
geographical area, including Russia, Iran, and India.

Georgia's significance in terms of transportation
corridors arose from its strategic geographic location
and regional transit function. Georgia served as a ga-
teway to the Caucasus and was a key component of
the East-West Transport Corridor, with the Baku-Tbi-
lisi-Kars railway and the ports of Poti and Batumi. It
also contributed significantly to the delivery of Cas-
pian region energy resources to global markets via
the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan Oil Pipeline and the South
Caucasus Gas Pipeline. Georgia not only connected
Turkey and Azerbaijan directly, but it also served as
a strategic transit country, allowing China and other
Asian countries to gain access to European markets.

Armenia's absence from international transport
corridors stemmed primarily from its failure to res-
tore relations with Azerbaijan and Turkey. At that
time, Armenia only transported cargo through Iran
and Georgia. However, normalizing relations with
Azerbaijan and Turkey, as well as the opening of
borders, could have created conditions for Armenia
to overcome regional isolation and participate in in-
ternational transport networks. The creation of the
Zangezur corridor, initiated by Azerbaijan, was cri-
tical for Armenia in terms of increasing its participa-
tion in regional economic cooperation and profiting
from improved transit opportunities.

The North Caucasus, which serves as the sout-
hern entryway to the Russian Federation, is also
at the crossroads of routes connecting Europe and
Asia. Ports on the Black, Azov, and Caspian Seas, as
well as railway and highway networks, strengthen
the North Caucasus's position as a transit zone. The
North Caucasus region also plays an important role
in the transit of products between Russia, Europe,
the Middle East, and the Caspian Basin.

The Caspian Basin's abundance of energy resour-
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ces created numerous prospects for the Caucasus re-
gion. The entire Caucasus region had the potential
to act as a transit corridor for Caspian oil and natural
gas exports to regional and global markets. The re-
gion was a transit point for the Europe-Caucasus-A-
sia Transport Corridor (TRACECA) project, which
was creating a transportation artery. In May 1993,
the European Union proposed the TRACECA initi-
ative at an international summit in Brussels attended
by delegates from Central Asian and South Cauca-
sian countries. At the summit, the European Union's
technical assistance program for the project was
approved. This concept envisioned the creation of
a transportation corridor stretching from Europe to
Central Asia via the Black Sea, the South Caucasus,
and the Caspian Sea. TRACECA included a number
of infrastructure measures, such as the construction
of road and rail links, as well as oil and gas pipeli-
nes, all aimed at reconstructing the medieval Silk
Road, as well as a planned increase in exports. At
the time, four unsolved armed conflicts in the Ca-
ucasus (Chechnya, Abkhazia, South Ossetia, and
Armenia-Azerbaijan Nagorno-Karabakh) provided
further hurdles to the corridor's operation [4].

In 1997-1998, the Caucasus region sparked wi-
despread interest, not just for its hydrocarbon riches,
but also for transportation corridor projects. Azerba-
ijjan played a significant role in the US and Euro-
pean Union's East-West transport corridor idea and
plans for the development of the Great Silk Road.

On April 24, 1999, a bill to restore the Great Silk
Road was debated in the US Congress. These con-
sultations were attended by the Caucasus and Cent-
ral Asian countries' heads of state and foreign minis-
ters. Senator Sam Brownback of the United States
Congress spearheaded the event's organization.

Regarding the "Silk Road" concept, US Presi-
dent Bill Clinton briefly stated in a special letter to
Senator S. Brownback on April 17, 1999, "The goal
of the United States is to assist the newly indepen-
dent states of the Caucasus and Central Asia. These
young countries express a desire for stability, de-
mocracy, and progress. If we stand with them, we
can help them succeed. The United States should
continue to play an active and balanced role in the
Caucasus and Central Asia, supporting the establis-
hment of peace in Nagorno-Karabakh" [3;70].

Senator S. Brownback remarked that the "Silk
Road" concept "connects Asia with Europe and the
rest of the world. The countries of the South Caucasus
and Central Asia on the Silk Road are at a historical
crossroads; they are independent; they are positioned

at the meeting point of the world's major powers; and
they are wealthy in natural resources. They are one
of the primary deterrents to the rise of anti-Western,
belligerent fundamentalism and terrorism in Iran and
other extremist governments. Most importantly, af-
ter a lengthy war with communism, the doors of this
area have opened, allowing the United States to assist
institutions that guarantee individual rights and help
establish circumstances for the emergence of plura-
listic cultures, including religious tolerance." [3;71].

It should be mentioned that the Silk Road served
as an essential link between the West and Central
Asia, as well as the South Caucasus. It connected
the Caspian and Black Seas, running from Kazakhs-
tan to Georgia and then into Europe. Many Caspian
littoral governments benefited from US technical
aid and training programs to enhance their legal
systems, encouraging private investment in energy
development and transportation. On September 8§,
2000, a meeting on regional cooperation of count-
ries along the Silk Road was held in New York, mar-
king the next step in the TRACECA project's execu-
tion. The summit was coordinated by the East-West
Space Sciences Center and the East-West Institute
at the University of Maryland in the United States.
The reasons for the United States' interest in the
East-West transportation route were as follows:

* To strengthen trade links between Central Asia,
Caucasus, and Europe while protecting geopolitical
interests;

* To minimize the Caucasus region's dependence
on Russia and Iran. The United States and the Euro-
pean Union utilized these initiatives as a strategic
instrument to reduce Russia and Iran's influence in
the Caucasus. The development of alternative rou-
tes was critical in this regard;

» To provide safe and efficient transportation.
This was most commonly discussed during the peri-
od when wars in the Caucasus threatened the secu-
rity of transportation corridors;

* To improve their position by entering new mar-
kets. This was vital for the region's economic deve-
lopment. In light of these facts, the US administra-
tion backed the implementation of projects such as
Baku-Supsa and Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan as part of the
East-West transportation corridor. On April 15, 1999,
US President Bill Clinton declared that "the opening
of the Baku-Supsa line ensures the implementation
of a long-desired goal: the creation of a multi-branch
pipeline network to transport the Caspian region's oil
and gas reserves to world markets. However, the bene-
fits of this pipeline extend beyond the energy sector.";
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» Gain control of the region's abundant oil and
gas resources. The tremendous energy potential was
extremely valuable not only as a source of economic
revenue, but also as an instrument for geopolitical
power. As an alternate energy source to Russia and
the Middle East, the Caspian area had emerged as a
strategic priority for US policy in the Caucasus;

* Encourage the formation of pro-American de-
mocratic nations in the Caspian region. This prog-
ram aimed not only to secure regional peace and
growth, but also to safeguard and expand its geopo-
litical interests.

The Trans-Caspian Pipeline was one of the initi-
atives developed by the United States in the Cauca-
sus during the 1990s. The project aimed to connect
the Caspian region's energy resources to Western
markets, ensure energy security, and contribute to
the regional countries' economic development. The
Trans-Caspian pipeline was designed primarily to
transfer Turkmen gas from the Caspian Sea to Euro-
pe via Azerbaijan. The project aimed to balance
Russia and Iran's dominance in the energy market
and diversify energy channels. The project was not
fully executed due to a variety of political, econo-
mic, and technological factors. Resistance from
Russia and Iran, as well as confusion over the legal
status of the Caspian Sea, was a major impediment
to the project's advancement [5].

The Trans-Caspian East-West International
Transport Corridor is a multimodal transportati-
on corridor that connects the People's Republic of
China to the European Union via Central Asia, the
Caucasus, and Turkey. It is an alternative to both
the Northern Route (China-Kazakhstan-Russia-Be-
larus-Europe) and the Suez Canal sea route. The
Middle Corridor begins at the China-Kazakhstan
border, travels through Kazakhstan, and continues
over the Caspian Sea to Azerbaijan and Georgia.
From Georgia, this corridor runs in two directions:
across Turkey to Europe and across the Black Sea to
Ukraine, Romania, and Bulgaria [2].

Conclusion. Following the Cold War, the United
States' worldwide leadership strengthened, and new
threats emerged, leading to the growth of its global
and regional geopolitical interests. The Caucasus
region attracted the interest of the US, particular-
ly given its strategic location at the intersection of
energy resources and international trade routes. In-
frastructure projects such as the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars
railway and the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan (BTC) pipe-
line made the region a vital link in the movement
of commerce cargo between Asia and Europe. The

United States also wanted to ensure that the Cau-
casus region remained free of Russian and Iranian
influence. In this context, the US-backed Silk Road
and Trans-Caspian pipeline projects were critical
initiatives aimed at connecting the region's energy
resources with global markets. Through these initi-
atives, the United States helped to promote democ-
ratic and pro-Western administrations throughout
the region. Additionally, the United States actively
participated in assuring the security of these proje-
cts and expanding access to new markets. The mar-
keting of the Caspian Sea's oil resources to global
markets was especially important. Equally signifi-
cant was the protection of the economic interests of
US and Western firms in the region.
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SUMMARY

The new geopolitical environment that arose in
the Caucasus region following the demise of the
Soviet Union presented a number of strategic op-
portunities for the United States. This circumstan-
ce prompted official Washington to take significant
steps to improve its economic and political ties with
the region. Using the Caucasus' natural and geog-
raphical advantages, the US began to support the
development of a number of vital transportation
corridors. The Caucasus's advantageous geographi-
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cal location for multiple transportation lines made
the region a transit point between the East and the
West, which became a significant factor for the Uni-
ted States. In this new geopolitical climate, one of
the US priorities was the establishment of an East-
West transportation route and the reconstruction of
the Great Silk Road. The rebuilding of the Great Silk
Road aims to promote commercial flows, improve
access to energy resources, and deepen ties between
regional states. The Trans-Caspian transport corri-
dor was one of the major initiatives funded by the
United States in the early 1990s. This project high-
lighted the importance of the Caucasus and Caspian
region in the trade and energy industries. By comp-
leting the project, the US hoped to diversify energy
channels in the region and undercut Russia's and
Iran's positions.

Keywords: US4, transport corridors, Silk Road,
Azerbaijan, Georgia, North Caucasus.
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Nagliyyat dahlizlari baximindan Qafqazin ABS
iiciin ohamiyyati (1992-2000)
XULASO

SSRi-nin dagilmasindan sonra Qafqaz regionun-
da yaranan yeni geosiyasi miithit ABS {i¢lin miixto-
lif strateji imkanlar yaratdi. Bu vaziyyat, rosmi Va-
sinqtonun 0z iqtisadi vo siyasi maraqlarini bélgodo
daha da méhkomlondirmak ti¢lin mithiim addimlar
atmasina sobab oldu. ABS, Qafgazin tobii vo cog-
rafi Ustiinliiklorindon istifado edorok, burada bir sira
strateji naqliyyat dohlizlorinin inkisafini tosviq et-
moys basladi. Qafgazin miixtslif noqgliyyat dohliz-
lori {igiin alverisli cografi movqeyi, regionu Sarq vo
Qorb arasinda bir kegid ndqtosi halina gotirdi vo bu,
ABS ii¢lin ohomiyyatli bir amil oldu. Bu yeni ge-
osiyasi soraitdo, ABS-nin prioritet mosololorindon
biri Sorq-Qorb naqliyyat dohlizinin yaradilmasi vo
Boyiik Ipak Yolunun barpasi ilo bagl layihalor oldu.
Boyiik Ipok Yolunun berpasi, hom da ticarot axin-
larin1 artirmaq, enerji resurslarina ¢ixisi asanlas-
dirmaq vo regiondaki miixtolif dovlotlor arasindaki
olagolori giiclondirmok magsadi dasiyirdi. 1990-c1
illorin ovvollorindo ABS-nin dostoklodiyi ohomiy-
yatli layihalordon biri do Transxazor noqliyyat doh-
lizinin qurulmasi idi. Bu layihs, Qafqazin vo Xozor
regionunun ticarat vo enerji sahalorindoki miihiim

rolunu vurgulayan bir addim idi. Layihonin reallas-
dirilmasi ilo ABS, bolgadoki enerji marsrutlarini di-
versifikasiya etmoya vo Rusiya vo Iranin mévqeyini
zoiflotmoyo calisirdi.

Acar sozlor: ABS, nagliyyat dohlizlori, Ipak yolu,
Azarbaycan, Giirciistan, Simali Qafqaz.
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3nayenune KaBka3a nsa CIIA ¢ Touku 3peHust
TPaHCIOPTHBIX Kopuaopos (1992-2000)
PE3IOME

HoBas reomonutnueckass 0OCTaHOBKA, BO3HHK-
mas B KaBkasckoM pernone nocne pacnazna Coser-
ckoro Coroza, mpefocTaBuiia psifi CTPATErHUeCKUX
BosmoxkHocTei 1 Coenmaennsix 1taros. 910 00-
CTOSITEIBCTBO MOOYAMIIO OhHUIMATBHBIN BarmmHrTon
MPENPUHSTH CYIIECTBEHHbIE 1Iary JUIsl yITyqIlIeHUs
CBOUX SKOHOMMYECKHUX U MOJIMTHYECKUX CBSI3€H C pe-
riuoHoM. Vcrnonb3yst mpUpoaHbIe U reorpaguueckue
npeumyniectBa Kapkaza, CHIA nHawanmu nopaep-
JKUBaTh Pa3BUTHE DPsiia KU3HEHHO BAKHBIX TpaHC-
MOPTHBIX KOPUIOPOB. BrironHoe reorpaduueckoe
noyiokeHue KaBkasza Juisi MHOTOYMCIIEHHBIX TpaHC-
MOPTHBIX JIMHUM CHIE€TaJI0 PETUOH TPAH3UTHBIM ITyH-
KTOM Mexay BocTtokom m 3anaznom, 4to cTajlo 3Ha-
gyuMbIM (pakTopom it CoemunaenHsix LlltaroB. B
9TOM HOBOM T€OIOJIMTUYECKOM KJIMMAaTe OIHUM M3
npuopureroB CIIIA crano co3nanue TpaHCIOPTHO-
ro mapuipyra Boctok-3anan u pexoHctpykuus Be-
mukoro IllenkoBoro mytu. BoccranoBnenune Benu-
koro IllenkoBOro myTu HampaBJI€HO Ha COJEHCTBHE
TOPTOBBIM MOTOKaM, YIy4YlIeHHE JOCTYyNa K SHepre-
THYECKUM pecypcaM U YDIyOlleHHe CBS3eH MEXIy
rocyJlapcTBaMu PEruoHa. TpaHCKaCIUNUCKHUI TpaHC-
MTOPTHBINA KOPUAOP ObUT OTHOM U3 OCHOBHBIX MHHIIH-
aruB, QunHancupyembix CoeauneHHbiMu [llTaTtamu
B Hayase 1990-x rogoB. DTOT NPOEKT NOAYEPKHYJI
BaxkHOCTh KaBkaza n Kacnumiickoro pernona B Top-
TOBJIE U YHEPTETUYECKON MPOMBIIIJIEHHOCTH. 3aBep-
B npoekT, CIIA Hanesnuces nuBepcuumpoBarh
SHEPreTUUECKUe KaHajbl B PETHOHE U OCIAOUTh TIO-
suu Poccun n Upana.

Kurouessblie ciaosa: CILIIA, mpancnopmuvie kopu-
Oopwi, llenxoswiti nymo, Azepbatiodcan, Ipy3us,
Cesepnuiti Kasxkas.
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